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to release the alien into the public. We
have all heard the deplorable stories of
some of the horrific acts committed by
deportable aliens who were released
into the United States after they were
not removed from the country within
the 6-month limit. This amendment
would allow the Government to keep
these aliens in custody until they can
be removed and prevent them from
harming American citizens.

I want to close by thanking my col-
league from Texas for the work he has
done on this amendment and his effort
in making our country safer. This is
what the American people want, ex-
pect, and deserve. This is the right
thing to do, and I urge my colleagues
to support this amendment.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The junior Senator from Georgia
is recognized.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ap-
preciate my colleague, Senator CHAM-
BLISS from Georgia, and his excellent
remarks. I stand today shoulder to
shoulder with him in endorsing Sen-
ator CORNYN in what he has brought
forward to the Senate. Notwith-
standing one’s position on the debate
of the last 3 days, I think it is ironic
that we spent the last 72 hours debat-
ing whether we should give collective
bargaining rights to TSA employees
after we debated this 5 years ago and
decided not to do that and after having
spent very little time talking about 9/
11 and the security of the United
States of America.

What Senator CORNYN has done is
taken the ideas of Senator KYL, Sen-
ator GRASSLEY, Senator CORNYN, and
others and brought forward meaningful
amendments that ought to be on a 9/11
bill. I sincerely hope that my col-
leagues, when the cloture vote comes
forward tomorrow, will vote to invoke
cloture so we can bring these amend-
ments to the floor and have a meaning-
ful addition to the 9/11 bill.

I wish to talk about three of these
amendments for just a second and talk
about why they are so important.

No. 1 is on recruiting. It is always
good when you can tell a real life story
and not just a hypothetical. About a
year ago, in my hometown of Atlanta,
GA, there was an announcement by the
U.S. Secret Service, the CIA, and inter-
national intelligence agencies that two
young men at Georgia Tech—the Geor-
gia Institute of Technology—had been
taken into custody under suspicion of
terrorism. As it turns out, both of
these two young men, using the library
computers at Georgia Tech, were in a
terrorist cell that was born in Paki-
stan, organized in Toronto, and was re-
cruiting in Atlanta, GA.

Now, not because we overlooked it
but because nobody ever thought about
it, we have never had a statute to pun-
ish someone for recruiting terrorism.
So right in my own home State of
Georgia, right in my own hometown,
two 21-year-old students at Georgia
Tech were recruited and, fortunately,
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caught and, fortunately—because of
the PATRIOT Act, I might add—inter-
cepted because of the watching and the
maintenance of those computers. But
this was a terrorist cell, and these indi-
viduals were recruited. There is no
punishment for recruiting those folks.

Al-Qaida has demonstrated and the
9/11 Commission told us that recruit-
ment is the main source or resource of
human beings for suicide bombers, for
airplane hijackers, and others who
would carry out the acts of al-Qaida.
So, first of all, Senator CORNYN bring-
ing this forward is absolutely appro-
priate.

Secondly, and Dbriefly, Senator
GRASSLEY’s amendment with regard to
the reviewability of the revocation of a
visa is included in this package. Paint
this picture for a second: All 19 of the
hijackers on 9/11 got into the United
States in a legal way. Most of them
had overstayed their visas. But just
think for a second. Had they been
caught, had they been suspected of a
terrorist act when they were about to
commit it, and had their visa been re-
voked, they would have had the right
to stay in this country and judicially
appeal that revocation, which meant
they could have stayed here even after
being identified and quite possibly still
carried out a terrorist attack.

To let you know how important this
amendment is, I have an interesting
fact for everybody to take in and digest
for just a second. In 1986, when we re-
formed immigration in this country,
we granted amnesty and created a
number of legal citizens and legal visas
in the United States. We also created a
mechanism for judicial review. There
are still two cases from the 1986 Immi-
gration Reform Act under judicial re-
view 21 years later. Those individuals
still remain in the United States of
America.

If we capture somebody for suspected
terrorism and, under the disciplines we
use, revoke that visa, it only stands to
reason that they should not be review-
able and should be returned to the
country from which they came.

Otherwise, we would be knowingly
and willingly harboring someone we
suspect would cause harm to the
United States of America and commit
a terrorist act.

Mr. President, I appreciate the time
that has been afforded me. I stand in
full support of the Cornyn amendment
and in a sincere hope that my col-
leagues will vote for the motion to in-
voke cloture and pass this very impor-
tant amendment for the safety and se-
curity of the United States of America
and its people.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
OBAMA). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The Senator from Illinois is recog-
nized.

Mr. DURBIN. I thank the Chair.

(The remarks of Mr. DURBIN per-
taining to the introduction of S. 831 are
printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I yield
the floor, and I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

IMPROVING AMERICA’S SECURITY
ACT OF 2007—Resumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of S. 4, which
the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 4) to make the United States
more secure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission to
fight the war on terror more effectively, to
improve homeland security, and for other
purposes.

Pending:

Reid amendment No. 275, in the nature of a
substitute.

Sununu amendment No. 291 (to amendment
No. 275), to ensure that the emergency com-
munications and interoperability commu-
nications grant program does not exclude
Internet Protocol-based interoperable solu-
tions.

Salazar/Lieberman modified amendment
No. 290 (to amendment No. 275), to require a
quadrennial homeland security review.

Dorgan/Conrad amendment No. 313 (to
amendment No. 275), to require a report to
Congress on the hunt for Osama bin Laden,
Ayman al-Zawahiri, and the leadership of al-
Qaida.

Landrieu amendment No. 321 (to amend-
ment No. 275), to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to include levees in the
list of critical infrastructure sectors.

Landrieu amendment No. 296 (to amend-
ment No. 275), to permit the cancellation of
certain loans under the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act.

Landrieu modified amendment No. 295 (to
amendment No. 275), to provide adequate
funding for local governments harmed by
Hurricane Katrina of 2005 or Hurricane Rita
of 2005.

Allard amendment No. 272 (to amendment
No. 275), to prevent the fraudulent use of so-
cial security account numbers by allowing
the sharing of social security data among
agencies of the United States for identity
theft prevention and immigration enforce-
ment purposes.

McConnell (for Sessions) amendment No.
305 (to amendment No. 275), to clarify the
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